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STATUS OF CASES OF WHICH THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE HAS BEEN SEISED
INVOLVING QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE LAW OF THE SEA

(Contribution covering the period from June 2022 to June 2023)

1. Question of the Delimitation of the Continental Shelf between Nicaragua and Colombia beyond
200 Nautical Miles from the Nicaraguan Coast (Nicaragua v. Colombia)

These proceedings were instituted by Nicaragua against Colombia on 16 September 2013 with
regard to a "dispute concern[ing] the delimitation of the boundaries between, on the one hand, the
continental shelf of Nicaragua beyond the 200 -nautical -mile limit from the baselines from which the
breadth of the territorial sea of Nicaragua is measured, and on the other hand, the continental shelf
of Colombia". By an Order of 9 December 2013, the Court fixed 9 December 2014 and 9 December
2015 as the respective time -limits for the filing of a Memorial by Nicaragua and a Counter -Memorial
by Colombia.

On 14 August 2014, Colombia raised certain preliminary objections to the Court's jurisdiction
and the admissibility of the Application. The Court found, in its Judgment of 17 March 2016 on those
preliminary objections, that it had jurisdiction to entertain the First Request put forward by Nicaragua
in its Application, namely that the Court determine "[t]he precise course of the maritime boundary
between Nicaragua and Colombia in the areas of the continental shelf which appertain to each of
them beyond the boundaries determined by the Court in its Judgment of 19 November 2012", and
that this Request was admissible. The Court further found, however, that Nicaragua's Second
Request, whereby it invited the Court, pending the delimitation of the Parties' maritime boundary
beyond 200 nautical miles of Nicaragua's coast, to adjudge and declare the principles and rules of
international law that determine the rights and duties of the two States in relation to the area of
overlapping continental shelf claims, was inadmissible.

By an Order of 28 April 2016, the President of the Court fixed 28 September 2016 as the new
time -limit for the filing of Nicaragua's Memorial and 28 September 2017 as the new time -limit for
the filing of Colombia's Counter -Memorial. The Memorial and Counter -Memorial were filed within
the time -limits thus fixed.

By an Order of 8 December 2017, the Court authorized the submission of a Reply by
Nicaragua and a Rejoinder by Colombia, and fixed 9 July 2018 and 11 February 2019 as the
respective time -limits for the filing of those pleadings. The Reply and the Rejoinder were filed within
the time -limits thus fixed.

By an Order of 4 October 2022, the Court indicated that, in the circumstances of the case,
before proceeding to any consideration of technical and scientific questions in relation to the
delimitation of the continental shelf between Nicaragua and Colombia beyond 200 nautical miles
from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea of Nicaragua is measured, it was
necessary to decide on certain questions of law, after hearing the Parties thereon. Accordingly,
Nicaragua and Colombia were directed to present their arguments at the forthcoming oral
proceedings in the case exclusively with regard to the following two questions: "(1) Under customary
international law, may a State's entitlement to a continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles from the
baselines from which the breadth of its territorial sea is measured extend within 200 nautical miles
from the baselines of another State?"; and "(2) What are the criteria under customary international
law for the determination of the limit of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles from the
baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured and, in this regard, do paragraphs 2
to 6 of Article 76 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea reflect customary
international law?"
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Public hearings on the two questions identified by the Court in its Order of 4 October 2022 were held
on 5, 6, 7 and 9 December 2022.

2. Guatemala's Territorial, Insular and Maritime Claim (Guatemala/Belize)

The Court was seised of this case on 7 June 2019, following notification to the Registry, by
Guatemala and Belize, of a Special Agreement "to submit Guatemala's territorial, insular and
maritime claim to the International Court of Justice", concluded on 8 December 2008, and a Protocol
thereto dated 25 May 2015.

By an Order of 18 June 2019, the Court fixed 8 June 2020 and 8 June 2021 as the respective
time -limits for the filing of a Memorial by Guatemala and a Counter -Memorial by Belize.

On 8 April 2020, the Agent of Guatemala requested a 12 -month extension of the time -limit
for the filing of its Memorial, on the grounds that the COVID-19 pandemic had resulted in delays in
his Government's preparation of that pleading. After due consideration of the matter, the Court, by
an Order of 22 April 2020, decided to extend to 8 December 2020 and 8 June 2022 the respective
time -limits for the filing of the Memorial of Guatemala and the Counter -Memorial of Belize. The
Memorial and the Counter -Memorial were filed within the time -limit thus extended.

By an Order of 24 June 2022, the Court fixed 8 December 2022 and 8 June 2023 as the
respective time -limits for the filing of a Reply by Guatemala and a Rejoinder by Belize. The Reply
was filed within the time -limit thus fixed.

3. Land and Maritime Delimitation and Sovereignty over Islands (Gabon/Equatorial Guinea)

These proceedings were instituted on 5 March 2021, following notification to the Registry of
a Special Agreement between Gabon and Equatorial Guinea, which was signed in 2016 and entered
into force in March 2020.

By an Order of 7 April 2021, the Court fixed 5 October 2021 and 5 May 2022 as the respective
time -limits for the filing of a Memorial by Equatorial Guinea and a Counter -Memorial by Gabon.
The Memorial and the Counter -Memorial were filed within the time -limit thus fixed.

By an Order of 6 May 2022, the Court fixed 5 October 2022 and 6 March 2023 as the
respective time -limits for the filing of a Reply by Equatorial Guinea and a Rejoinder by Gabon. The
Reply and the Rejoinder were filed within the time -limit thus fixed.


