
The Role of Seafood in Global Food Security in the International Commission for 

the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna 

 

The concept of food security is enshrined in the ICCAT Convention, in the preamble, 

where the objectives of the Convention are stated as "maintaining the populations of 

these fishes at levels which will permit the maximum sustainable catch for food and 

other purposes". 

 

While ICCAT has not adopted conservation and management measures particularly 

addressing this issue, food security and subsistence fisheries are taken into account in 

the adoption of measures, and are embraced in the ICCAT Criteria for the Allocation of 

Fishing Possibilities (through criterion 8 : The interests of artisanal, subsistence and 

small-scale coastal fishers and criterion 14: The contribution of the fisheries for the 

stocks regulated by ICCAT to the national food security/needs, domestic consumption, 

income resulting from exports, and employment of qualifying participants).  Some 

exemptions have also been included in measures which prohibit the landing of certain 

shark and other endangered by-catch species, where such species are vital to local food 

supplies. This is recognized in general the Recommendation by ICCAT concerning the 

Conservation of Sharks caught in association with Fisheries Managed by ICCAT [Rec. 

04-10]; and in particular through special recognition of food requirements through the 

Recommendation by ICCAT on the Conservation of Thresher Sharks Caught in 

Association with Fisheries in the ICCAT Convention Area [Rec. 09-07]; 

Recommendation by ICCAT on Hammerhead Sharks (Family Sphyrnidae) caught in 

Association with Fisheries Managed by ICCAT [Rec. 10-08]; and the Recommendation 

by ICCAT on the conservation of Silky sharks caught in Association with ICCAT 

Fisheries [Rec. 11-08]. 

The above Recommendations, Resolutions and Criteria are available on the ICCAT web 

site at http://iccat.int/en/RecsRegs.asp. 

 

 

 








