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EXCELLENCIES,
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

This is my third oral report to the Commission for social Development and I’m pleased to report much progress as well as continuing challenges.

Uppermost in our minds is the High Level meeting on disability in September 2013, and the Rio+20 meeting in July of this year.
We are all aware of the necessity to ensure that people with disabilities participate in both these important events and that disability is mainstreamed in all the development goals that will emerge from the current discussions that are underway.

I will refer to this later in my report.

Within my mandate, I continue my work in monitoring, promoting and implementing the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities in the context of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and other human rights and disability-specific instruments, having a positive impact on the development of national policies to further advance the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities and disability-inclusive development. 

During the period covered by the present report, I attended a number of international conferences and events, such as the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD) seminar in Oslo in February 2011, the meeting of the Commonwealth Secretariat in New Delhi in January 2011 and the fourth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in New York in September 2011. 

I also met with representatives of the Governments of China, India, Norway, the Philippines, Spain, Sweden, Thailand and the United States of America, as well as representatives of civil society organizations. I discussed the status of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and other disability-specific instruments. 

In March 2011, I had consultations with senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Finland, where I also discussed my priorities in promoting the twin-track approach of equality and the empowerment of persons with disabilities and advancement of disability-inclusive international cooperation. 

I am encouraged by the increase in the number of States that have ratified the Convention and its Optional Protocol. I commend the on-going efforts by Member States and civil society to promote the rights of persons with disabilities in society and development in line with the Convention. 

In June 2011, I attended the 18th annual meeting of Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council in Geneva, attended by mandate holders, special representatives, independent experts and the Chairs of working groups. The meeting provided an opportunity to interact and network with other United Nations mandate holders to discuss how disability issues could be mainstreamed into their respective areas of responsibility. 


The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) now have full-time staff as disability focal points in their organizations. The concerns of children with disabilities are receiving greater attention within UNICEF and UNDP. 
In December 2011 the UNDP, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the Department of Economic and Social Affairs and UNICEF launched the UN Partnership to Promote the Rights of People with Disabilities.
This multi-agency initiative will work with UN country offices and governments to improve the capacity of governments and civil society to implement the CRPD and other disability and human rights instruments. 

Chairperson,

In June 2011, WHO and the World Bank launched the World Report on Disability in New York. The report is comprehensive in its overview of the state of disability in the world and highlights challenges for the future. 
One of the important findings of the report is the increase in the number of people with disabilities in the world. Previous estimates put the number of people with disabilities at 10% of the global population. In the World report the number is revised upwards to 15%, or more than 1 billion, a significant increase. Given that the population of the least developed countries is 800 million it strengthens the case for mainstreaming disability and moving disability from the margins of the development discourse into the mainstream discourse.

This is important in Africa where there are a number of encouraging developments. The African Union commission for Social Development met in Harare, Zimbabwe in September 2011 to discuss ways in which the continental disability institutions could be strengthened. One of the important changes was to move the current African Rehabilitation Institute from a membership-based organisation to a full structure of the African Union Commission; this means that all members of the African Union will be members of the African Rehabilitation Institute. The name of the Institute will also be changed to reflect a more comprehensive focus in line with global disability developments.
The meeting also decided to establish a disability advisory Board, and the Secretariat for the African Decade of persons with disabilities will be part of the Advisory board. We are also working towards the establishment of the African disability Forum and will be focusing on broad consultation during the course of this year.
It is also encouraging to note that countries in Africa are responding to the Convention. In a recent court case in Zambia the high court was petitioned by organisations of persons with disabilities to address the inaccessibility of voting stations during the presidential elections. The court ruled in favour of the organisations and stated that in future elections should be made accessible to persons with disabilities.
In South Africa parents of severely disabled children petitioned the regional court in Cape Town to challenge the subsidy system that allocates financial support to centres for children with severe disabilities. The court ruled in favour of the parents and ordered the provincial government to increase the financial allocation and to report to the court within one year on progress.
In October 2011 the Pan African network of users of Psychiatry held a meeting in Cape Town, South Africa. The Open Society Initiative supported the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to develop a network of organisations across Africa that would be able to advocate for the rights of people with psychiatric disabilities. The future plan is to establish a secretariat for the network in South Africa.
The secretariat for the convention also intends working in four African countries to build their capacity to implement the CRPD.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite these encouraging developments in Africa many challenges remain. One of the key challenges is the capacity of civil society organisations. In all African countries one will find DPO’s with varying strengths. It is important for the voice of Africans with disabilities to be strengthened so that their concerns can be put on their government’s development agenda.
Important regional institutions remain silent on disability in Africa. To date we have little or no involvement of the African Development Bank on disability or a more active involvement of the UN Economic Commission in disability.
It is my intention to spend more time working in Africa, especially with the regional development and finance institutions.

Chairperson,
Two important meetings will take place soon, the Rio+20 meeting in July and the High-level meeting on Disability in September 2013.
Both these meetings are important for mainstreaming disability in development programming and policy. Both meetings are also important for setting future global development goals and we cannot have a repeat of the exclusion of disability such as we experienced in the past.
It is therefore important that disability is fully included in the Rio principles and any future action plans. It is also important that organisations of people with disabilities be afforded the opportunity to participate and raise their concerns at both meetings.
The high level meeting on Disability next year will also be an opportunity to highlight the need for the full inclusion of disability in development policy and programming. As Special Rapporteur I was asked by the commission of social Development to be part of the preparations for the High level meeting and I fully intend to participate in the preparations of this meeting and would encourage the participation of civil society organs in all meetings leading up to the High level meeting in 2013.

In line with these observations I wish to make the following recommendations:
· Member states should support the proposed high level meeting of the General Assembly on disability and development during its sixty-seventh session at the highest level and commit to disability inclusive development
· Member states support disability inclusive development during the Rio+20 meeting and the participation of organisations of people with disabilities
· Member states support the UN Partnership to promote the rights of People with Disabilities.

My planned focus during the course of this year will be the following:

· I intend to complete the consultations on the establishment of the African Disability forum and to encourage the full establishment of the forum during this year
· At a global level I will in partnership with civil society structures work on the development of a disability policy by global development and finance institutions, especially institutions in Africa
· I will work with the African Union and support the African disability architecture
· I will continue to work with the Human Rights council and the Committee on the CRPD.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the staff of DESA for their support during the past year. My sincere gratitude goes to the government that have supported my work in particular the government of Finland and Sweden.
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