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Your Excellency, Ambassador María Emma Mejía Vélez,  Vice-
President of ECOSOC, 
Ministers, 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

I am pleased to address the Economic and Social 

Council on the UN’s operational activities for deve lopment at 

this historic juncture for the United Nations. 

 

We have set the bar high this year, we aim to adopt  a 

truly ambitious sustainable development agenda and,  later in 

the year, to reach agreement on a new universal, me aningful 

climate agreement. 

 

 Along the way, we face important milestones, start ing 

next month in Sendai, Japan, at the Third World Con ference 

on Disaster Risk Reduction. 

 

 In July in Addis Ababa, we are to agree on a concr ete 

framework to underpin the financing for our ambitio us global 

development agenda. 
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 We have already broken new ground getting to this 

point.  We have brought an unprecedented range of v iews 

into our preparations for the post-2015 agenda.  Th e process 

has engaged people from around the world and across  a 

wide spectrum of partners.  Member States and other s have 

been joined by millions of citizens worldwide, who are 

raising their voices for the future they want.  It is a theme I 

want to dwell on in this statement to you today.  
 

First of all, the level of participation is clearly  reflected 

in the bold ambition of the proposed sustainable 

development goals. It is one of the reasons why the  SDGs 

reflect an integrated, universal and potentially tr ansformative 

agenda.  Another reason is that the SDGs clearly bu ild on the 

lessons of the Millennium Development Goals to addr ess the 

world’s many interlinked challenges – poverty, 

environmental degradation, social marginalization a nd more.  
 

Second, we know from what we have heard that we mus t 

use this year to invest in speeding up progress tow ards the 

MDGs themselves. We have made some headway, includi ng 

on goals and targets that are the most lagging like  sanitation. 

I am particularly proud of the role the UN Developm ent 

System is playing to support the implementation of the 

MDGs. Such progress will be a springboard to a futu re free 

from poverty and marked by a life of dignity for al l. 
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 The high level of engagement reminds us that we ar e in 

a different world from the one in which the Millenn ium 

Declaration and MDGs were conceived back in 2000. W ith 

this heightened engagement comes heightened 

expectations. 

 

The decisions that will be taken in Sendai in March , in 

Addis Ababa in July, in New York in September and i n Paris 

in December will have major implications for millio ns of 

people around the world and also for the UN’s opera tional 

activities for development. We have to be prepared for 

implementing the agenda which will be decided by Me mber 

States this year. 

 

That is why it is so important to reflect on past 

experience and discuss future action that is fit fo r purpose.   

 

I welcome the ECOSOC Dialogue on the long-term 

positioning of the UN development system in the con text of 

the post-2015 development agenda.  This is our firs t 

collective reflection.  I am sure it will strengthe n our common 

understanding and resolve of the way forward. 
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Madame Vice-President, 

Ministers, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

The UN development system is, I dare say, valued fo r its 

normative role, credibility, impartiality and acces s to 

specialized knowledge. The values that it represent s enjoy 

widespread support among older and younger generati ons, 

and we particularly need to reach the youth, all ov er the 

world. 

 

The Secretary-General’s report on the Quadrennial 

Comprehensive Policy Review shows encouraging progr ess 

in making this system work in ways suited for the S DGs. 

Already, the majority of partner countries – 86 per  cent – 

consider the UN development system a more relevant partner 

than two years ago. 

 

A response like this requires and invites huge effo rt 

across the entire system.  At a governance level, y ou have 

called for more reporting through governing bodies on the 

QCPR.  We are responding to that call.  
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At a country level, your expectation for a more coh erent 

approach is shaping the UN country presence. More a nd 

more partner countries are adopting the Delivering as One 

approach.   

 

It is hard to argue with the direct feedback from 

governments.  Engagement, transparency and alignmen t are 

way up in Delivering as One countries.  This messag e should 

be heard across all UN development system governanc e 

structures.  

 

At the same time, we are aware that a new developme nt 

agenda requires a UN development system that can ch ange 

faster to meet rapidly evolving challenges.  It nee ds to 

become more flexible in responding to the different  

capacities and changing needs of partner countries.   We 

have to vigorously reduce transaction costs associa ted with 

programming and reporting.  We must do this more qu ickly. 

 

To achieve a UN development system that will be “fi t for 

purpose” we need a three-pronged approach.   

 

First, we need differentiated responses to respond to 

differentiated needs and capacities.  Inequality, a s we know, 

is a serious problem both within and between countr ies.  At 
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its best, a flexible and agile UN development syste m can 

bring integrated and tailored content to match the specific 

needs and aspirations for each partner country. 

 

Second, we need to improve capacities to support 

governments in leveraging partnerships.  Institutio nal, 

intellectual and financial resources are becoming 

increasingly dispersed.  Technological innovation i s driving 

new forms of access.  A UN development system that 

embraces innovation can help partner countries tap into 

these assets towards achieving shared goals. 

 

And third, we need to strengthen coordination and 

collaboration within the UN system and between the system 

and other actors.  The preamble of the QCPR resolut ion, and 

the TCPR resolutions that preceded it, have reminde d us that 

Member States take primary responsibility for coord ination.  

Beyond the discussion on coordination within the UN  

development system, our main challenge is to provid e the 

best possible support to national coordination. Thi s 

includes, but goes beyond, the discussion on coordi nation 

within the UN development system.  

 

Let me also add that it is crucial to go beyond the  

engagement of Development Ministers and also engage  other 



 - 7 -

sector ministers, particularly the Finance Minister s but also 

others. Indeed, if we are to succeed with a truly 

transformative agenda we need a multi-sectoral appr oach 

and one which also mobilizes the private sector, ci vil society, 

academic and scientific communities. 

 

Next year’s QCPR offers a fresh opportunity to ensu re 

that the UN development system can operate as one i n 

supporting Member States’ achievement of the post-2 015 

development agenda.   

 

Dialogue on a matter as substantial as this should also 

happen at the country level.  So we look to more co untry 

consultations on the longer term positioning of the  

development system.  
 

Madame Vice-President, 

Ministers, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

The UN development system has unique core strengths . 

It has universal presence, legitimacy and convening  power.  

It has depth and breadth of experience.  And the UN  

development system can support partner countries as  they 

translate global norms and standards into national policy 
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and action.  This means that we are uniquely tasked  to 

confront the challenges of our time. 

 

We intend to build on our strengths.  But we are al so 

working to ensure that the UN development system fu nctions 

more coherently as one, making its component parts work 

better as a whole. 

 

If our ambition as a UN development system is to ma tch 

the ambition of all the people who have helped to s hape the 

post-2015 agenda, we do not just want to confront f uture 

challenges.  We want to overcome them.  For that, w e need 

our operational activities to combine and join toge ther 

wherever there is a need or a demand. 

 

In his Synthesis report on the post-2015 agenda, th e 

Secretary-General recognizes that the challenges ah ead 

“demand new heights of multilateral action based on  

evidence and built on shared values, principles, an d 

priorities for a common destiny.”  

 

During this year of the UN’s 70th anniversary, Memb er 

States have an opportunity to create a new vision a nd reality 

for the UN development system, with great consequen ces for 

millions and millions of people around the world.  We have a 
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chance to prove that building a future of dignity f or all is in 

the interest of all of our nations. In today’s worl d of 

increasingly complex and cross-boundary challenges,  we 

need to remember that the good international formul a is in 

the national interest of all Member States.  

 

The Secretary-General and I look forward to the 

outcome of your deliberations. We stand ready to su pport 

your work at every stage.  

 

Thank you. 


