Draft opening remarks by

H.E. Ms. Maria Emma Mejia Vélez (Colombia)

OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES SEGMENT

Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This afternoon, the Council will discuss the topfc‘Opportunities and challenges to
mainstream South-South cooperation by the UN dguaknt system in order to maximize its impact on
national capacity development”.

Before | welcome our guests and hand over to oudenator, let me first stress the importance
of South-South cooperation. There is much demaanh fporogramme countries for the United Nations to
support South-South cooperation.

This is also made clear in the SG report, whichthhghts that programme countries are
requesting the provision of access to the knowleatys expertise of other developing countries ard th
identification ofcooperation partners. This is principally in theas of industry, trade and investment,
knowledge and technology transfer, economic groavtd employment, and environment and national
resources.

The UN development system has made good progreSoath-South cooperation.

20 of the 22 entities that responded to a survesiedout by the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs stated that South-South cooperatiad been integrated into their strategic plans, Hhd
of 22 entities have reported on South-South codpmran their annual reports. Such progress is bigta
but challenges remain.

Several entities reported that they relied on dxidgetary resources when it came to providing
such support. Furthermore, there is insufficienhguse capacity at the country level; and the lafck
government focal point on South-South cooperatimérs UN support.

Such challenges need to be tackled systematicallyirastitutionally.

I will now hand over to our distinguished paneliatsd | ask them and our moderator to look at
these issues in-depth and suggest solutions.

Let me welcome:

« the Deputy Permanent Representative of the RepulblKenya to the United Nations, Her
Excellency H.E. Ms. Koki Muli Grignon,

e Mr. Tubagus Achmad Choesni, the Director for Intdional Development Cooperation, State
Ministry of National Development Planning/BAPPENAI&donesia
And

* Mr. Jorge Chediek, UN Resident Coordinator, Brazil

| also welcome our Moderator, Mr. Yiping Zhou, Ddter, United Nations Office for South-
South Cooperation and Secretary-General's Envogauth-South Cooperation.



