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THE PRESIDENT 
OFTHE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

13 April 2017 

Excellency, 

Further to my letter dated 8 March, 2017, I hereby attach the [mal concept 
note and annotated programme for the "SDG Financing Lab" that I am convening on 
Tuesday, 18 April 2017. The meeting will begin at 10.00a.m. in Trusteeship Council 
Chamber. 

As you know, this event is part of a series of SDG Action Events that I am 
convening as part of the universal push to strengthen momentum on the 
implementation ofthe Sustainable Development Goals during the 71st session of 
the General Assembly. Additional information is also available on the event 
website (http://www.un.org/pgal711event-Iatestlhigh-Ievel-sdg-financing-labD. 

For additional details, please contact Senior Advisors, Ms. Albena Melin 
(melina@un.org) or Mr. Fernando Zeiner (zelner@un.org). 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

All Permanent Representatives and 
Permanent Observers to the United Nations 
New York 

Peter Thomson 
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PGA SDG Action Event 

High-Level SDG Financing Lab – How to finance the SDGs? 

18 April 2017, Trusteeship Council 

CONCEPT NOTE 

As part of his SDG Action Events to push for momentum on SDG implementation 

across all 17 sustainable development goals, the President of the General Assembly is 

convening a high-level SDG Financing Lab.  

This one-day event, organized in collaboration with the UN Environment Inquiry into the 

Design of a Sustainable Financial System, will highlight the critical importance of 

sustainable finance for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, 

including climate action. It will focus on how to drive the transformation to align financial 

markets with sustainable development, as well as showcase concrete ways in which 

Member States can approach the financing of different SDGs.  

Context 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, and 

the Paris Agreement on Climate Change constitute a masterplan for combatting poverty 

and inequality, generating shared prosperity, protecting our natural environment and 

achieving more peaceful and inclusive societies. The implementation of this masterplan, 

however, requires action across all sectors and from all actors.  

Financial flows in particular need to be more aligned with long term sustainable 

development objectives. The Addis Ababa Action Agenda recognizes that funding from 

all sources, public and private, bilateral and multilateral, domestic and international, as 

well as alternative sources will need to be tapped into in order to achieve the SDGs. 

However, while there is agreement that the global stock of financial assets is sufficient 

to address the needs of the 2030 Agenda, including climate action, many countries face 

challenges in mobilizing the right mix of resources to achieve their development 

objectives. While some goals and targets lend themselves to financing primarily through 

private investments or blended finance, others may be most efficiently financed through 

international and/or domestic public finance. Furthermore, depending on the specific 

country context, different financial instruments may be available or can be more suitable 

for addressing the development priorities set by each Member State.  

The right conditions need to be created to unlock these resources, ensuring that both 

public and private finance is channeled in ways that contribute towards sustainable 

development. This will require a significant transformation of policy frameworks, 

regulatory measures and incentives, market practices, and norms and standards, 

among others. Getting the policies right can unleash a host of business opportunities 

that can usher in inclusive economic growth, social justice, and environmental 

stewardship.  
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While there is no “one size fits all” approach to financing sustainable development, 

fostering the sharing of experiences and information, can help identify strategies that 

are best-suited to specific country contexts.  

The SDG Financing Lab will bring together a range of stakeholders for an in-depth 

discussion on what is needed to finance the SDGs. It will take stock of what the main 

public and private financial sector actors are doing to align financial markets and 

investment patterns with sustainable development, and consider the business case for 

the SDGs. It will also provide a platform to showcase concrete approaches to financing 

groups of SDGs – social, environmental and economic goals - including through 

innovative instruments such as green bonds, and impact investing. 

Objectives 

Whereas the FFD Forum in May 2017 will review implementation of the entire Addis 

Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA), the overall objective of the PGA’s Financing Lab is to 

generate momentum for SDG implementation by growing support for the alignment of 

the global financial system with sustainable development and the SDGs, and 

strengthening the role of the UN in fostering sustainable finance, in line with Chapter II 

of the AAAA. 

By providing a platform to take stock of what is currently being done in SDG Financing, 

the SDG Financing Lab aims to increase awareness among Member States of the 

significant business opportunities provided by the SDGs, and of different strategies to 

finance sustainable development. The Lab will offer opportunities for interaction 

between Member States and private sector actors involved in SDG implementation, with 

a view to fostering new partnerships and implementation initiatives. 

Format  

This one-day event will comprise an opening ceremony, to be followed by a panel 

discussion that will set the scene for thinking and action around SDG financing. The 

morning will be concluded with a high-level intergovernmental plenary debate. In the 

afternoon, three parallel workshops will showcase concrete approaches to financing 

specific groups of SDGs. A summary of the takeaways from each Workshop will be 

discussed in a final plenary session, which will be followed by a short closing segment. 

Participants 

The SDG Lab will be open to all Member States, as well as accredited civil society and 

private sector organizations. Public and private financial sector actors will also be 

invited. Member State participation at ministerial level is encouraged. Speakers will 

include government officials, UN system representatives, CEOs, investors, international 

organizations, as well as representatives from civil society and academia.  
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PGA SDG Action Event 

High-Level SDG Financing Lab – How to finance the SDGs? 

18 April 2017, Trusteeship Council 

PROGRAMME 

 

10:00-10:30 Opening Ceremony  

 

10:30-12:00 Setting the scene  

 

What will it take to finance the SDGs? – From ambition to reality 

 

This panel discussion will give an overview of the major sources of finance that have to 

be channeled into financing the Sustainable Development Goals, and what it will take to 

mobilize them. It will focus on the transformations needed to align the global financial 

system with sustainable development, particularly at the regulatory and policy levels, 

and consider the role of various actors, such as central banks, stock exchanges, 

financial regulators, standard setters, asset managers, pension funds, insurance 

companies, institutional investors, philanthropists, among others. It will also touch on 

how the challenges posed by sustainable development will drive business opportunities 

and foster innovative development solutions, bringing changes to the real economy in 

areas such as health, education, and agriculture, among others. 

Guiding questions for discussion: 

 How are global financial resources currently invested and how can they be 

redirected to finance the SDGs?  

 How can international financial regulatory frameworks continue to be improved 

while at the same time contributing to sustainable development? 

 How can the global asset pools and the different forms of available financing be 

channeled and combined to fund innovative development solutions in developing 

countries? Can we scale up what is already happening? 

 How can the global finance ecosystem engage to catalyze investments in the 

SDGs? Who are the key actors that will drive this transformation towards 

sustainable financial systems? 

 How can technological progress, particularly fintech, accelerate achievement of 

the SDGs?  

 

12:00-13:00 – High Level Segment and Intergovernmental Plenary Debate 

 

13:00 – 15:00 Lunch Break  
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15:00-17:00 – Plenary Debate continued 

 

15:00-17:00 Workshop 1 – Building an inclusive and peaceful future for all (SDGs 1-5, 

16) 

 

Given the overall objective of ending poverty and hunger, social and governance goals 

are at the heart of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Tackling poverty and 

its consequences, hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition, poor health and inadequate 

access to education, including the unfinished business from the MDGs, is an essential 

element of building a future where no one is left behind. Full coverage of social 

protection schemes, gender equality, the empowerment of women and girls, and 

building peaceful societies with inclusive institutions are also crucial. Achieving the 

social goals will require sizable public and private investment, increased institutional 

capacity, and new technical and technological means adapted to recipient communities. 

The workshop will review strategies available to finance these objectives. 

Guiding questions for discussion: 

 What is the business case for pro-poor and social investments? 

 What are the challenges of financing technical and institutional capacity building? 

 How can social protection systems be financed? Are there innovative models 

being put in place? 

 How can public-private partnerships provide more effective delivery of services in 

health and education? What are the challenges involved? 

 How can the efficiency of domestic tax collection be improved to increase the 

quality and quantity of public spending? What is the specific role of ODA here? 

What is the role of UN partnerships?   

 How do we develop new, climate resilient agriculture practices that contribute to 

increased food security?  

 How can gender responsive budgeting contribute to promoting gender equality 

and the achievement of the SDGs? 

 

15:00-17:00 Workshop 2 – Fostering economic growth and development, building 

resilient infrastructure, and tackling inequality (SDGs 7-11) 

 

Achieving the SDGs represents a significant opportunity for private sector development. 

Greater momentum on the economic goals will put humanity firmly on a path towards 

shared prosperity and sustainable growth, a world of better and more productive job 

opportunities, and inclusive access to energy, finance and communications. This 

workshop will consider different approaches to financing sustainable infrastructure, as 

well as productive investments that generate sustainable economic growth, decent jobs, 

and reduce income inequality. Speakers will discuss the business case for investment in 
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the SDGs, as well as how to create the conditions to unlock private resources for 

investment in sustainable development. 

Guiding questions for discussion: 

 How can we accelerate access to sustainable energy for all, particularly those 

furthest behind? 

 What can be done to accelerate the development of bankable projects? How to 

create and finance capacity and expertise?  

 How to generate the necessary scale for investment and domestic capital market 

development in small and fragile economies? 

 How can governments facilitate the development of local capital markets and 

foster entrepreneurship? What can be done at the global level? 

 What are the strategies that will foster the creation of decent jobs in the coming 

years? 

 How can cities galvanize implementation efforts and serve as hubs for cross-

cutting solutions in SDG implementation? Where will the money come from?  

                                                                                                             

15:00-17:00 Workshop 3 – Protecting our world in the present and the future (SDGs 6, 

12-15)  

 

Preserving the environment is vital for the well-being of future generations. Economic 

growth and social inclusion can only be sustainable if the ecosystems around us are 

healthy and capable of sustaining the current and future needs of society. The 

workshop will address strategies for financing environmental sustainability including 

clean water, land and ocean conservation, sustainable consumption and production 

patterns, as well as climate action, with a focus on the role of different types of finance, 

and the necessary regulatory and institutional arrangements to unlock them.  

 

Guiding questions for discussion: 

 What are the challenges in mobilizing financing for sanitation infrastructure? 

 How can innovative technologies contribute to accelerating access to safe, 

affordable drinking water for all? 

 How can investments in food waste reduction contribute to positive outcomes in 

food security, health, air and water pollution? Are there innovative models that 

could be scaled up? 

 How will climate finance and development finance complement each other for the 

achievement of the SDGs? 

 How to ensure the preservation and restoration of land ecosystems while 

promoting productive investment and economic growth. Is tourism the only way?  

 

17:15-18:00 – Interactive discussion on workshop results and closing ceremony  
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High-Level SDG Financing Lab – How to finance the SDGs? 

18 April 2017, Trusteeship Council 

 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

 

 

 

 

10:00-
10:30 

Opening Ceremony 

10:30-
12:00 

Setting the scene – interactive panel discussion on: 

- What will it take to finance the SDGs? – From ambition to 
reality  

12:00-
13:00 

High-level segment  

LUNCH BREAK 

15:00-
17:00 

Plenary 
Debate 

(continued) 

Workshop 1 
Building an 

inclusive and 
peaceful future 
where no one 
is left behind  
(SDGs 1-5, 

16,17) 
  

 Workshop 2 
Fostering 
economic 

growth and 
development, 
and tackling 
inequality 

(SDGs 7-11, 
17) 

Workshop 3 
Protecting our 

world in the 
present and 
the future  

(SDGs 6, 12-
15,17) 

 

BREAK 

17:15-
17:50 

Interactive discussion on workshop results 

17:50-
18:00 

Closing segment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

10 - 10.30 AM OPENING REMARKS  

Trusteeship Council Chamber 
 

H.E. MR. PETER THOMSON 

President of the 71st Session of the UN General Assembly 

 

H.E. MS.AMINA MOHAMMED  

Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations 

 

MR. MAHMOUD MOHIELDIN  

Senior Vice President for Partnerships, UN Relations and the 2030 Agenda, 

World Bank Group 

  
 

 

 

10.30 – 12 PM  PANEL: WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO FINANCE THE 

SDGS? FROM AMBITION TO REALITY 

Trusteeship Council Chamber 
 

This panel discussion will give an overview of the major sources of finance 

that can be channeled into financing the Sustainable Development Goals, and 

what it will take to mobilize them. It will elaborate on the transformations 

needed to align the global financial system with sustainable development 

outcomes. 

 

FORMAT: Moderated dialogue in Davos Style with multi-stakeholder 

panelists, followed by comments from the floor by Governments and 

stakeholders. 
 

MODERATOR: MS. RACHEL KYTE 

Chief Executive Officer, SE4All 

 



 

 

 

 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: MR. SUNIL BHARTI MITTAL  

Founder and Chairman, Bharti Enterprises 

Chairman, International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 

 

PANELLISTS: 
 

MR. STEVE WAYGOOD  

Chief Responsible Investment Officer, AVIVA Investors 

 

 

MR. ELLIOT HARRIS 

Assistant Secretary-General, UN Environment (UNEP) 

 

MR. MATT ARNOLD 

Global Head of Sustainable Finance, JP Morgan Chase 

 

MS. GIULIA PORINO  

Finance Watch 
 

 

 

 

12–1PM PLENARY 

 Trusteeship Council Chamber 
 

Statements from High Level Member State representatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1– 3 PM  LUNCH BREAK  
 

 

 

3 – 5 PM  PLENARY  

Trusteeship Council Chamber 

 

Statements from High Level Member State representatives 

 

Continued in parallel to the workshops  

 

 

3 – 5 PM  WORKSHOP 1: BUILDING AN INCLUSIVE AND 

PEACEFUL FUTURE WHERE NO ONE IS LEFT 

BEHIND 

Conference Room 11 
 

This workshop will look at tackling the social and governance goals and 

building inclusive institutions which will require sizable public and private 

investment, increased institutional capacity, and new technical and 

technological means adapted to recipient communities. The workshop will 

explore strategies available to finance these objectives. 

 

 

FORMAT: Moderated dialogue followed by remarks from the floor by 

discussants from governments and stakeholders. 

 

MODERATOR: MR. JOHN MCARTHUR 

Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

PANELLISTS: 

 

MS. ERIKO ISHIKAWA  

Global Head of Inclusive Business, IFC – World Bank Group 

 

MS. ALIX ZWANE  

Chief Executive Officer, Global Innovation Fund 

 

MR. DANIEL WAGNER  

Managing Director, The Risk Cooperative 

 

MR. OLAF BRUGMAN  

Head of Sustainability, Debt Capital Markets Department, Rabobank  

 

MS. ROKHSANA KHONDKER  

Khan Foundation, Bangladesh  

 

 

Followed by DISCUSSANTS and open dialogue  

 

MS.CARLA MUCAVI 

Director, Liaison Office NYC, Food & Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

 

MR. RAJIV JOSHI 

Managing Director, B Team  

 

MR. DAVID JACKSON 

UNCDF  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

3 – 5.00 PM  WORKSHOP 2: FOSTERING ECONOMIC GROWTH 

AND DEVELOPMENT, AND TACKLING INEQUALITY 

Conference Room 12 
 

This workshop will elaborate on the indispensable role of public-private 

collaboration to achieve the SDGs. It will consider different approaches to 

financing sustainable infrastructure, as well as productive investments that 

generate sustainable economic growth, decent jobs, and reduce income 

inequality. Speakers will discuss the business case for investment in the 

SDGs, as well as how to create the conditions to unlock private resources for 

investment in sustainable development. 

 

FORMAT: Moderated dialogue followed by remarks from the floor by 

discussants from governments and stakeholders. 

 

MODERATOR: PROF. IRV MINTZER 

Visiting Research Scholar in the Energy, Resources and Environment 

Program - SAIS, Johns Hopkins University 

 

PANELLISTS: 
 

MR. BERTRAND BADRE 

CEO and Founder of BlueOrange Capital and Co-chair of the WEF Global 

Future Council on Sustainable Development, International Governance and 

Public-Private Cooperation 

 

MS. JULIA PRESCOT  

Chief Strategy Officer, Meridiam Infrastructure 

 

MS. HUI WEN CHAN  

Vice President in Corporate Sustainability at Citi  

 



 

 

 

 

 

MR. JOSE MANUEL SALAZAR (tbc) 

Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, ILO 

 

MS. AISA KACYIRA 

Deputy Executive Director, UN-Habitat 

 

 

Followed by DISCUSSANTS and open dialogue  

 

MR. JAMES ZHAN 

Director of Investments, UNCTAD 

 

MS. CHRISTINA WEDEKULL  

Swedish Leadership for Sustainable Development (SLSD) Coordinator, SIDA 

 

MR. PHILIP MOSS 

Sustainable Development Investment Partnership (SDIP) Coordinator, WEF 

 

MS. DONNA KATZIN 

Executive Director, Shared Interest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

3 – 5.00 PM  WORKSHOP 3: PROTECTING OUR WORLD IN THE 

PRESENT AND THE FUTURE 

Conference Room 5 
 

The workshop will address strategies for financing environmental 

sustainability including clean water, land and ocean conservation, sustainable 

consumption and production patterns, as well as climate action, with a focus 

on the role of different types of finance, and the necessary regulatory and 

institutional arrangements to unlock them.  

 

 

FORMAT: Moderated dialogue followed by remarks from the floor by 

discussants from governments and stakeholders. 
 

 

MODERATOR: MR. SIMON ZADEK 

 Co-director, UN Environment Inquiry 

 

 

PANELLISTS: 
 

MR. SEAN KIDNEY 

Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Climate Bonds Initiative 

 

MS. NAOKO ISHII  

CEO, Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

 

 

MR. SRINATH KOMARINA  

President, Responsible Banking, YES Bank 

 

MS. KAOUTAR YAICHE  

ANEER, Morocco 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MR. FRANK HAWKINS  

Director IUCN Office, Washington DC 

 

 

Followed by DISCUSSANTS and open dialogue  

 

MR. MARC BICHLER  

Ambassador-at-large for climate change, Luxembourg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00 – 5:15  Logistics break to allow all to move back into the Trusteeship Council 

Chamber 

 

 

 

 

 

5.15 – 5.50 PM  WRAP UP: THE WAY FORWARD 

Trusteeship Council Chamber 
 

FORMAT: Moderated panel discussion. Moderator of morning panel will 

discuss outcomes of the day’s sessions with the respective afternoon Session 

Facilitators. 

 

 

 

5.50 - 6 PM  CLOSING REMARKS 

Trusteeship Council Chamber 
 

H.E. MR. PETER THOMSON 

President of the 71st Session of the UN General Assembly 


